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TOO BAD, 
INY, 


SON 


SO WHAT'S 
YOU'D BE YOUR 
ESCORTING ANSWER 
ME AND | GONNA GE? 
ONE OTHER — T/LL PAY 
PERSON. HAND- 


SOMELY, 


YOU MAY BE THE 
BIGGEST HOTSHOTS IN 
THE OUTER FRONTIER, 

BUT THAT DON’T 
MEAN YOU SHOULON’T 

STILL SHOW PROPER 
RESPECT TO YOUR 


ELDERS. 
DON’T YOU AGREE? 


HEY, BRO = 
THIS OLD HAG 
WE OON’T EVEN 
KNOW WANTS US: 
TO_ ACCOMPANY 
HER ON A TRIP 
ACROSS THE 
OESERT. 


BINGO 
BULLOW’S 
THE 


THIS 
HERE IS 
My 
YOUNGER 


I’D NEVER 
HAVE GUESSED a 
THERE WAS A \ r 
MAN ALIVE = ;' 
WHO'D TURN So ' a x 
oes : HONOR TO 
AN INVITE THIS 1S } | re 
: = GREATEST 
VAMPIRE 


FROM BINGO A SUR- 
BULLOW! = pRISE! 
HUNTER 
ON THE 
FRONTIER. 


~ eS Ee A ee es 


THE MAN 
WHO SENT 
YOU THE 
LETTER, 


TAIN 
INDIVIDUAL IN 
WHOM YOU 
HAVE GREAT 
INTEREST. 


wtS THE 
REQUEST OF 
ACER 


| PARDON 


I WAS GONNA 
HIRE THOSE 
TWO AT FIRST, 
BUT NOW I'VE 
CHANGED MY =I MEAN, 
MIND. WHO’D HAVE 
THOUGHT A 
MAN EXISTED 
THAT DARED 
COMPLETELY 
SNUB THE 
BULLOW 
BROTHERS? 


Now, 1’D 
HEARD OF YOU, 
BUT I NEVER 
THOUGHT 
YOU'D BE THIS 
AMAZING! 


GIVEN THE SIZE 
OF THE DESERT, 
MAKING IT 
ACROSS IN 
FOUR DAYS IS 
\ GONNA BE A 
b. CLOSE CALL. 


THAT'S WHY 
I DEFINITELY 
NEED SOME 
HEAVY-DUTY 
BACKUP 
FOR THIS. 


ARE YOU 
TRYING TO 

KILL ME? 
IM OVER A 
HUNDRED 
YOU KNOW! 


GET THERE 
WITHIN FOUR 
DAYS’ TIME - 


I PROMISE 
THERE’LL 
BE ANICE 
CHUNK OF 
CHANGE IN 
IT FOR 


MORE, 
IT WAS THE 
NOBILITY 
WHO TOOK 
HER! 


MY IMA 
NICKNAME’S PEOPLE FINDER. 
“VIPER™ I SPECIALIZE 
IN FINDING 
CHILDREN WHO’VE 
BEEN SPIRITED 
AWAY = I FIND 
THE HIDDEN. 


THIS GIRL IS 


SHE WAS 
DID You TAKEN AT THE oO Ale. 


SAY “THE i i SPIRITED 


NCBILTT vie ’ AWAY BY THE 
“i { NOBILITY. 


~ 


aN 
~ 
\ 


GRADINIA. 


gS 


THE DESERT THAT DIVIDES THE INNER 
AND OUTER FRONTIER IS KNOWN AS 
“THE DESERT OF NO RETURN." 
AND IS GREATLY FEARED. 


Stee Sia 
THE ENDLESS STRETCH OF 
GOLDEN SAND 
THE LEADEN SKY: NO RAY OF SUN 
IS ABLE TO PIERCE- 


THE DESERT, 
THE ONLY 
POSSIBLE 

DESTINATION 


NONE. WHO EVER CROSSED THIS 
DESERT CAME. BACK TO TELL 
THE TALE. 


LONG AGO, 
I READ THE 
NOTES OF 
SOMEONE 
WHO MADE 
IT HALFWAY, 


THAT'S MORE 
THAN 5,000 
KILOMETERS 
FROM HERE! 


BUT YOU 
WENT 
THERE TOO 
RIGHT? 


SUDDENLY 
HER OFFICIAL 
ESCORT? 

1 DON'T 
REMEMBER 
AGREEING 


SOME 
KIND OF 
LIVING 
CRITTER... 
FIRST TIME 
I'VE EVER - 
SEEN 


ANYTHING [9 


LIKE IT, 


= 


R 


pam 


UGH, 


NK 
fy) 
5 


(GZ 
TR 


i 


Ce _ 


rN 


— 


LOOK LiKE 
* SS THEY'RE 
COMING 
: AFTER 


7 
cA 


ha. 


Veg 


a 


ww 
ay iS , 


©@ 


8 


—— 
——_ 
° ” ——— 
t 
e: 


r 


= —S= 


WERE NOT 
EVEN FIVE 
KILOMETERS 


OUT OF 
TOWN YET! 


Aj 
i tT Al an 
Rid lial 


DOWN IF I 
DIDON’T DO 
AS HE SAID! 


WELL, TOO BAD 
GETTING 
SPLATTERED BY 
THOSE THINGS 
WOULD BE A 
DISHONOR TO 
THE BULLOW 
BROTHERS’ 


J 


BESIDES, 
EVEN IF YOU 
HAD GOTTEN 


SOME ON YOu © 


I DoustT IT 
WOULD HAVE 
BEEN LIFE 
THREATENING. 


WITH THEM 
WHEN THEY 
NEXT 
APPEAR. 


WE ALL 
SURVIVED, 
$0 WHAT’S 


THE 
PROBLEM? 


HNN 


a 


\ TRAVEL IN 
"Rr NUMBERS 


DAMMIT, 
ve HAD Uy 
ENOUGH! eal 


THE SKY 
COURTESY OF 
THAT STUPID 

TORNADO, 


CAME 70 THIS re Posies; 
See \TeWAS*PART 


we FRONTIER 


INVOLVED, Nam 


THEIEEFOR Ts 
ETOSIMERONVE per 


WERE ALL 
'SLAUGHTERED. 
ge 


r\TURNSI 
NOUTNARE 
WMAMORTA: 


- y 2 
Reh ie 


{4 


YOU THINK 
ABOUT 


IT’S NOT 
LIKE I WAS 
CONTENT 
TO REMAIN 
HERE, 


WHEN I HEARD ABOUT 
ALL OF YOU BEING 
BROUGHT HERE, I WAS 
DETERMINED THAT THIS 
TIME I WOULD ESCAPE, 
NO MATTER WHAT THEY 
DID TO ME. 


YOU SAY 
WE WERE 


ZY “B20UGHT Pes 


BUT T HAVE 
NO IOEA 
WHO THE 

MASTERMIND 

MIGHT BE, 


FOR FIVE YEARS 
I'VE TRIED TO 
FINO OUT AT LEAST 
THAT MUCH... 
BUT I HAVEN’T 
EVEN BEEN ABLE 
TO DISCOVER 
WHETHER HE’S 
HUMAN OR NOT, 


7 


WHAT TOMFOOLERY 


DOYOU BY THE 
THINK? * 


GOTLIE™ |S 


= 


Vv 
ARE YOU SAYING 
EVERYTHING 
THAT'S BEEN 
ASSAILING US 


HAS BEEN 
DOING SO 
ACCORDING TO 
pad DESERT’S 


I'S 
REALLY 
NOT SO 
SUR- 
PRISING, 


JUST HAND 
HIM BACK OVER 
TO US, AND YOUR 
LIFE IN THIS 
PLACE WILL BE 
GUARANTEED, 


THAT'D 
BE BEST, 
DON‘T 


i 


am X. a3 


YOU IN 
PARTICULAR 
INTEREST ME 
GREATLY. 


ny 


, 
hy? 


UNKNOWN 
ENTITY TO ACT 
FOR SOME 
UNKNOWN 
PURPOSE... 


Re 


SECONDS 
YOU'RE 


ITS LIKE 


BUT I DON’T 
EVEN KNOW 
WHERE iS 


SUN-DRIED 
CORPSE, 
TOO, 


COME 
WITH ME = 
ae GIVE 


(Ou 
SOMETHING 
TO EAT, 


se WHEN IN 
REALITY 
YOU'RE 

THE MOST 

DANGEROUS 
Ne OF 


BUT 
YOUDO & 
REMEMBER 
? THE : 
NOBLE’S 
NAME? 


+ CASTLE 
GRADINIA 


GRANNY 
VIPER... 


I DON’T 


REMEMBER TD Be 
MUCH I THOUGHT ABLE 
ABour WAS GOING 
BOUT “70 HAVE TO 
MY TIME = SPEND THE 
Vis E REST OF MY 
te LIFE IN THAT 
NOBLE’S 
CASTLE 


CAS 
GRADINIA 
SERVES A 

SPECIAL 
PURPOSE. 


I NEVER 
Ww 


SA\ 
HIS FACE, 
BUT - 


BLAZING 
CRIMSON, 
AND 


I gti ae 
ie 


PE; 4 
a - 


NOW THAT 
\ T THINK 
zi ~ ABOUT IT... 
I KNOW... | ABOUT Fr. 
ca \ \ REMINDS 
BECAUSE # .) 


SEEMED 
50 


TERRIBLY 
SAD... 


NOTHING 
AT ALL. |} 


| JEVEN|NOW, © 
| “IN A\WORLD 


I , 
REMEMBER IT! & 
TOP & 
ASKING SUCH S$ 
TERRIBLE <S 
QUESTIONS! 


SO (T 
SEEMS HE 
DID {NDEED 
GET A TASTE 
OF HER. 


WHAT 
DID YOU 

SAY TO 
THE GIRL? § 


SHE'S BEEN 
CRYING 
EVER SINCE 


VALUABLE 
MERCHAN- 
DISE. 


BUT SHE’S A 
SENeT Nitric d 
THAT IL WHO W 
Nise FORCED TO LIVE 
RETURN WITH THE NOBILITY 
TO HER FOR YEARS, AND IS 
HOME= NOW ON ALONG, 
LAND. LONG JOURNEY 
S BACK HOME, 


Q 

T’D SAY IT'D 
BE MORE |) 

| UNUSUAL IF 


UNUSUAL, 


HER PARENTS 
PASSED AWAY ~~ 
NOT LONG ~ Fees 

AFTER SHE WAS 
TAKEN, BUT HER 
OLDER BROTHER 

AND HIS WIFE 

RUN A FARM, 


ALONE SHE 
MIGHT'VE 
BEEN FINE... 
BUT IT WILL 


JUST HURRY 
IP AND 


UP AN 
FIGURE AWAY && 
TO GET US 
OUT OF THIS 
STUPID 


PLACE, 
WOULD YOU? 


DAMAGING 
YOURSELF 


AND 
SOMETHING LOWERING 
FUNNY LIKE YOUR OWN 
THIS AGAIN 


AND I’LL 
KILL YOU 
MYSELF! 


IF THERE'S 

SOMETHING 
YOU DON’T 
UKE ABOUT 


SWEAR TO 

ME YOU/LL 

meme NEVER DO 
——| SOMETHING 


MEMORIES 
UNTIL WE'VE 
CROSSED 
THIS Dee ET 


BEFORE I 
GOT INTO 
THIS LINE 
OF WORK, 


CLOTHING 
esTHEICAPITAL, 


IT'S JUST 
THAT HE'S 
30 TRUE TO 


I GATHER 
THE 
VAMPIRE 
HUNTER 
SAID SOME 
PRETTY 


IF WE WERE TO 
TEAR OPEN HIS 
CHEST ANO HAVE 
A LOOK INSIOE, 
BOTH YOU ANO TI 
WOULD PROBABLY F 
PERISH FROM ALL 
THE SORROW 
WE‘O SEE IN 


ie 


\G 


v 


NS 4 


IN YOUR SX 
EXPERIENCE, 


REALLY THE 
CASE? 


ate os 


ees 


oe 
Eat 


yy" 
xX Mi 
i NEa |) Ke ae Gy 
aN VERIFIEO 
VIGILANTE: | NOT A SINGLE wee once 
LEADER 11\I) SIGN OF OUT OF THE 
TANG | | ANYTHING ORDINARY 
CLA STRANGE. 
SHE'D BEEN | j “Gor 
|| BITTEN. } 


S 


lanes 
ATH, Pee 
TAAKESEN, 


pee! TRTOOK, 
ESSATHAN 


MOTHER 
WAS THERE 
WITH, HIM, 


eae 7 
i Aa 
i = 
= AMAZED A BOY 
WHO WAS AT 
Dean's DOOR 
alge ase 
GIVE YOU SUCH 


A DETAILED 


Aa. 


I UNDER- 
STAND 
IT’S QUITE 


WOULD BE S~~ 
purine W7~ 


A. THE DAY. 


A 
VAMPIRE 
HUNTER? © 


HOT 
=| DIGGITY! 
ABOUT THE —~ FINALLY=_ 
OTHER 
TWO?! 


1! 
LEFT WITH IS 
A MAN WHO 
HAS NO IDEA 
WHAT 
HAPPENED 


OH, 
I GET IT - 
IT’S THE 
FIRST TIME 


—THAT- 


18 RIGHT, = 


EXTRACT 
INFORMA- WHAT 
TION, THEN DO You 
USE US TO INTEND 
DEATH LIKE TODO 
YOU DID R WITH US? 
WITH THAT [ZA 
OTHER 


DID YOU 
GAIN 
SEN- 

TIENCE? 


EVEN IF I 
TRIED, YOU 
KWOULD 
PREVENT: 
ME, 


/ ‘ 
f twit \ 
LEAVE 
THIS 

\ PLACE. 


Se ISCAN-TELL 
= S/T.WOULDs 
BE FARsTOO. 
_ DANGEROUS, 
TO FIGHT: 
YOU, 


YOU'RE NOT , 
PLANNING & 
ON LEAVING 
US BEHIND, 4 
ARE YOU?! 


rer cae: 
INVESTIGATE, 
FAT LEISURE: 


TO LEAVE. 
IN ONE. 
PIECE. 


en a 


SRECONE 


~ J 


ACTIONS: = 


(i 


SMOKE OUT 
WHOEVER’S & 
CONTROLLING 


IM 


© GONNA USE 
» MY FOCUSED 


SONIC 
WAVES OF 


UNDER- 
GROUND 


| ..BUT WE 


MAY NOT 
REALLY 
BE. 


Fae te 


Ze] 


\\ 


WE 
LEAVE IN 
TWENTY 

MINUTES. | 


WHAT DO 
WE HAVE TO 


BUSY, 
YOU KNOW, 


UNLIKE YOU, 
THOSE TWO 


BUT NEVER- 
MIND THAT ~ 
ARE YOU 
SURE IT'S 
ALL RIGHT TO 
LEAVE THOSE 
TWO ALONE 
TOGETHER? 


7 
awe VS | 
WE'LL BE 


you BEHIND SPARE THAT 
DON’T SCHEDULE. KIND OF 
WANT 


THAT 
EITHER, 
00 YOU? 


RUN RIGHT 
INTO IT IF 
WE KEEP 
WE GOING 
SHOULD STRAIGHT 
(es AHEAR 
| AROUND. 


SUDDENLY & 
WHACKED 
ME WITH A 
WRENCH! 


THAT'S A |} 


TRADE 


HEY, 

WHAT'S = OLD 
WITH THAT HAG ~ 
SAND YOU _WHAT 
USED? DID YOU 
Do? 


SUDDENLY, 
I FELT LIKE 
I JUST 


I CLOSED 

IT BACK UP 

JUST NOW, 
BUT WITH SO 


DAY TRAVEL 
MUST BE 
MUCH MORE 


UNTIL WE 
GET TO 
TOWN, 


SSIS 
, IMAGINED 
YOU WERE 
ONE TO 
CARE ABOUT 
OTHERS! 


THAT'S 
VERY NOBLE 
OF YOU 
BUT STILL, 
IM SORRY - 


IF WORD EVER 
GOT AROUND 
THAT I TOOK iT 
EASY FOR MYSELF 


I'VE UVED 
ALONG TIME, 
BUT IN ALL 

MY LIFE 


I'VE NEVER 4 
HEARD SUCH | Hae : f > 
ADMIRABLE —HANIY NY y 
LUNES! u iN cc aay 
éai\ | i ANY 


IF HE AIN’T 

DRINKING, 

I AIN'T EITHER, 

I CAN'T BE THE 
ONLY ONE 
WETTING MY 

WHISTLE WHILE 

HE GOES 
DRY. 


ALL RIGHT, 
THEN - 
GIVE YOUR 
ENTIRE YES SIR, 
SHARE TO YOU MEN 
TAE. SURE 


4. of s 

vS WHAT 
MAY r . DO You 
eD }, ‘ SUPPOSE 


rae SHE'S UP 
f or q TO NOW? 


HER BACK. 77 ~*~ 


\ 


IF YOU 
WANT WATER, 
TAKE OVER 
THE REINS 
FOR ME, 


i WILL YOU? 


has 


> 


mS 


= —— 


a 


NJ 
WOULDN'T 
YOU LIKE 


TO TRADE 
PLACES 
WITH ME 
AND SiT | fc sal 
UP HERE IN THE | Fo ZA" 
RE. a WAGON? Yate 


HAVE YOU 


% ' ih TURN THE 
BEGINNING # N BARREN 


EK) TOLOSE MY Y \ WILDERNESS 
" y, GREEN. 


A) CONFIDENCE WN 7 yf) /p 
E | aw a ff 
a THAT. y Zea lal a 


LAN 


I GUESS 
IT’S TRUE - IV! 


BUT YOU 
HAVE NO 
IDEA OF 
THE DEATHLY 
PAIN HE'S 
ENDURING 
RIGHT NOW 


THE VERY 
VISION OF 


LOOK AT HIS 
HANDSOME 
VISAGE AND GO 
WEAK IN THE 


SUNLIGHT. 
BURNS HIS _ 
FLESH LIKE: THE : i 


oe ys 
“‘ RUNNING: 
ge WATER A 
Li ae 
Pr pee erie 
EAA INTONT 
Nee, COULONT 
ANARE HIM gull EVENIMOVE 
SCREAM-AND So 
THER, AWAY 9 


DHAMPIR}IS 
INSTOWN! 


set is 3 
pIS(SCRUBBED, 


Hes A! ed f 
) "SOUL! WILL 
po 1YOU. IN | 


OH WAIT ~ 
YOU _ ALWAYS 
LOOK LIKE 


q ON 
DON'T ! 
race An NOW! 
OLD 


Liiply 


I CAN 
UNOERSTANO 
WHY YOU’O 
OESPAIR OF 
FARMING INA 
PLACE LIKE 


ABOUT ALi 
youre coon, [I 
FOR WITH THAT 
KINO OF GRIM 
ATTITUOE, 


NO MORE 
WORRIES 
ABOUT 
THE WATER 
SUPPLY 
NOW! 


I MAY NOT 
LOOK IT, BUT 
AMONG THE 
WARRIOR SET, 


AS FOR YOU, 
IEED TO 


| THEN AFTER 
YOU'RE DONE 
WITH THAT, 


ib 


e es cam as 
Batik . 
a fe" SHE IS 
LN AGE, 
ae te 


Y YOU'RE 
MADE OF 
NOTHING 


BUT ICE AND wy 


DARKNESS 


“YOU'RE if 


BLOOD MIXED 
IN WITH 
THAT OF THE 
NOBILITY’S... 


THERE WAS 
NOTHING 
I COULD 


THEY HAD 
3 THE POWER 
) TO KILL ME 


2 


BACK WHEN 
T WAS STILL 
AT THE 
CASTLE. 


-UM, DO 
YOU 

KNOW 
WHEN THE 

BIRTH 
I. WiLL BE? 

UNDER~- 
STAND IT’S 


YOUR CASE, 
IT WILL BE SIX 
MONTHS AFTER 
YOU FIRST 
NOTICED THE 
SIGNS. 


co! 

THINK OF (7, 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
NOSTALGICALLY 
FAMILIAR 
ABOUT THIS 
DESERT. 


I PUT 
UTES. HER TO 


THAT FOOL 
CLAY 15 
OVER THERE 
PASSED OUT 
IN THI 


deals 
FISTS THE §=gurtr 
WHOLE 
TIME. MUST SAY 


ALOT OF HUNTERS 
AND WARRIORS 


I WON’T 
TAKE NO 


f FOR AN 
ANSWER! 


PLEASE 
DON’/T 


OF IT TO 
HEART, 


I HEAR TAE 
SAID SOME 
TERRIBLE 


COUNTING 
ON YOUR 


HEY, 
ABOUT 
WHAT I 
SAID TO 

YOU 
EARLIER 


CONTINUED & 


HELP 
iN THE 


FUTURE 


ABOUT IT OR 
ANYTHING, 


Now I ‘ 
FINALLY BUT STILL 


FEEL AT , 
PEACE. 


\& 
SUNLESS SHES 
SOMEHOW ; 
DOESN’T MAKE 
IT THROUGH ; 
ALIVE, SHE'S AND THE 
GONNA HAVE TO “ CHILD 1S 
GIVE BIRTH LIKELY A 
NOBLE’S, 


YOU THINK 
ABOUT 
THE KID? 


iS. IT 
GONNA 
TURN OUT | 
TO BEA 
DHAMPIR 


YOU MEAN 
YOU'RE 
CONCERNED 
FOR THE 
FATE OF 
ANOTHER? 
IINTEND 
TO RETURN 
HER HOME, 
THAT'S 
WHAT. 


SURELY A || you're A | 
MAN LIKE YOU |] DHAMPIR, | 
MUST KNOW 
OF SOME WAY 
A DHAMPIR 
CAN MAKE IT 
IN THE WORLD 
WITHOUT 
RESORTING TO 
BECOMING A 


~ SOMETHING 
» NOT FOUND 
SIN ANY OTHER 


YOU COULD NEVER 
LIVE CASUALLY 
AMONGST THE AW, 
NORMAL PEOPLE - YOU'RE 
YOUR PRIDE JUST 
WOULD NEVER AWKWARD 
ALLOW IT! 1S ALL. 


YOU'RE 
SEARCHING 


FOR A 
“TOMORROW, 


ALL IM SAYING IS, 
| THERE'S A BiG 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
THOSE WHO RESIGN 
THEMSELVES TO 
NEVER KNOWING 


THESE THINGS AND 4 b 
THOSE WHO GO OUT Charges 
SEARCHING FOR A 


YOUR CASE, 
I GET THE 
FEELING IT’S 
SOMETHING 
MORE YOU'RE 
AFTER, 


i i 
| i 


cS Woy Tm 


wee “LOVES 


eUT 
WHATEVER IT IS, 
SURELY YOU 
COULD TEACH 
TAE’S CHILD 


BUT THAT 

DOESN'T : 
sos 

I DON'T 

THAT EVEN HAVE 


YOU'RE 
LOOKING “,SIUE AS 


FOR 
SOMETHING, 


JUST TAKE 
HER AWAY 
WITH YOU 
SOMEWHERE! 


I'LL DO 


TH 
CHILD 
EVERYTHING 10 


BUT ONCE 
THE BLOOD OF 
THE NOBILITY 
AWAKENS 
WITHIN THEM 
ALL THOSE 
SWEET-TALKING 
SUITORS... 


EVEN 
KNOWING 
THEY’RE 
DHAMPIRS, 


FOR THEIR 
AFFECTION. BEAUTIFUL 
OF FACE, 


THAT GIRL 
18 TOO 
GOOD FoR 
A FARMER 
THE LIKES 

: OF You! 
¥ YOU'LL BE 
| DEAD BEFORE 
THIS TRIP IS 
THROUGH 


AND YOU 
THINK THAT 


AWN 


ANS 


I DEPEND 
ON THIS 
TREASURE 
TO PROTECT 
MY LIFE! 
WHY SHOULD 
I WASTE IT 
PLAYING FOR 


YOU LOT? 


NOBILITY ~ 
PLUNDERED 


NOT EVEN 
FOR THE 


LIKE TO 
HEAR HIM, 


TOO, 
WOULDN'T 
YOu? 


De 
Ky’ aq 


GO DIVING 
INTO THE 
WATERFALL 


BASIN IN 
RAPTURE OF 


SUPPOS! 
MAKE A MOVE 
ON YOU WHILE 
THIS FARMER’S 
STILL ALIVE, 


FORGET 

tsp & 
ANYTHING, P 
WILL YA? 


WHETHER 
HUMAN OR 
DHAMPIR - 


HERE IT. | 
COMES! "4 


ede N 


rah Re 


7 z maid 
hg 


a0) 
aN 


THE 
FOREST... 
iS 


MOVING... 


7 THAT'S 

ANOTHER 

bE owe You 
=. 


THE 
FOREST 
HAS 
INCREASED 
ITS SPEED! 


WHY THE 
HELL ARE 
YOU JUST 
STANDING 
THERE?! 


ES 


YOU... 
ERASED 
THE 
FOREST... 


WHAT'S 
WRONG? 


iT 
SURE 
1S AN 
ODD 
SHAPE... 


WE HEREBY COMMIT 
OUR BELOVED INTO 
THE ETERNAL REST 
OF THY KINGDOM, 

INTO THE DREAMS OF 

THY GENTLE ARMS... 


THOUGH WE WANDER THE 
EARTH SEEKING THEE, 
NO ANSWERS ARE GIVEN, 
NAUGHT BUT SHADOW 
DO WE SEE IN THIS 
TROUBLED WORLD. 


NEITHER GREAT NOR SMALL ARE WE; 
OFF INTO THE DISTANCE WE GO, 
ONLY TO BE BORN AGAIN, 


AND THUS ARE WE CALLED 
THE FAR WANDERERS... 


YET WE KNOW NOT FEAR; 
THE WORDS OF SILENCE ARE 
KNOWN TO US, 


AND AS WE SEE THE 
UNSEEN ~ 


WE ARE THEE 
AND THOU 
ART US, 


THIS FAR WANDERER WE 
NOW COMMIT TO THEE. 


ONE’S 
COMING! 


g 4 


: \ af 
AE 
AS 


eo 
Vi 


ave ON 


3 


ye 


YOU'RE |” 
1 GOING 


IN 
\ THERE? 


| 
ft 


(hd 


I'S THE 
DESERT, 
ISN’T 
'T? 


THE 
ONE WHO 
ATTACKED 


I 
UNDERSTAND 
YOU TWICE 
SAVED MY 
BROTHER’S 
LIFE, 


I DON’T 

WISH TO 

LOSE MY 
SANITY AT 
THIS AGE. 


owl THINK 
Yr 


EXCUSE 
MYSELF 
FROM 


VIEWING 
YOURS. 


ONE’S TRUE 
INTENTIONS 
ARE ALWAYS 


BeieS: 


irs es 


SS 


FAULTED FOR [Ao 
WANTING TO [SS 


AND PUMPED 
THEIR FINDINGS 
INTO THE 


~ TPH |Il 


WRIRST: PLACE. 

EL-KNEW:YOU'D. 

IBEsTHE ONES 
PUTME 


SEVEN 

S KNOWING IT % 
WILL INVOLVE 
INCREDIBLE 


USS ‘ 
SSS ‘ 3 
— SS a = 


FOR TELLING #f 

DTOCOME 

SAVE MY 
ASS! 


WOULDN’T 
YOU ALL 
LIKE TO 
HAVE A 

DRINK 

TOGETHER 


<20r> 
THORNTON LAW 


YOU SAID 
YOU HAD. 
INFORMATION 
ON THE 


HRS BU" 
\ APPARENTLY, 
\HE:CHOOSES, \\ 


HIS LODGINGS, 


EN 
Xo 


a 
ESN 
7 


TN 


ah { wn | 
g| 


*..CONCERNING 
\YOUR.OWN 
FUTURE? 


a ag 


SHAVE STHE WILE 
REMAINING 0m 
: FACE, THE 


> ae YOU-YET.. 
fs Ri 


ith: 
hiker 


iy 


‘i twbyill tie 
‘lrg. Z ~~ 


50 THIS 
15 YOUR 
ANSWER, 


ANS 


NT 


ON wl 


I...I WAS 
INTENDING 
TO PUT UP 
WITH IT 
NO MATTER 
WHAT 
REALLY THEY SAID 
IDID.. ABOUT 
ME. 


SOUR MOTHER: 
49 SAND FATHER} 
YOUR “SWERE THEG 
PRESENCE } 
~HERENS ONLY. HIRED OUT. 
SSGONNA GET. FOR youR" 


CHILD 
ISA 
DHAMPIR, 


AND I EITHER, 
HONESTLY 
BELIEVED 
HIM, 


A 
DHAMPIR’S 
HEART 
BEATS 
JUST LIKE 


MY BABY 


IS GOING TO 
BE JUST 
LIKE YOU, 
ISN’T IT! 


HOW COULD 
LEAV! 


WE LEAVE 
ARE YOU 
KIOOING 


YOU KNOW, 
I'VE BEEN 
DOING SOME 
THINKING = 


SAND ARTS 
TO AFFECT 
ONLY THE 

INSIDE OF 


NO MATTER 
HOW HANDSOME, 
OR WHAT 
SUPERHUMAN 
POWERS HE'S 

BORN WITH, F 
IT’S THAT : 
EXPRESSION THAT 


WILL WIN OUT IN 
THE END? 


i 
HAPPENS, 
EVERYTHING 
HE’S BUILT 
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HOW 
DARE YOU 
ACCUSE 
ME OF 
SUCH A- 


IN THE 
DESERT, 
CLAY CAME 
TO ESCORT 


AND THAT 
GRAVE 
MARKER I 
MADE ~- 
BEYOND THE 
INITIAL 
GLANCE YOU 
GAVE, YOU 
WOULD NOT 
LOOK AT IT 
AGAIN. 


YOUR- 
SELF. DHAMPIRS 


SHE'S STILL 
EVEN 
BREATHING 
(S BECAUSE 
SHE'S A 
DHAMPIR... 


I DON’T 
KNOW WHO 


BUT THIS 
IT’S ALL 1S THE END 
ae all FOR ME, 
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OH 
HURRY UP 
WOULD 
YOU?! 


RIGHT... 


BUT IN 
THE END, Cae: 
E008 Course 
OFF, SAYING, ee 
NE IM A AN 
DHAMPIR, , 


TLL LIVE Too. 


LIKE A 
DHAMPIRI” 


YSEE I CAN’T 
ON THE BLAME 
EVE HIM 
BEFORE THOUGH, 

HIS 


HE HADN‘T 
BEEN ABLE TO 
STOP _HIMGELF 

FROM SINKING HIS 

FANGS INTO THE 
NECK OF THE 
WOMAN HE LOVED 
AND WAS GOING 
TO BE WITH. 


+ WELL... 
LOOKS LIKE 
THIS IS 
GOODBYE... 


WHAT. 
SHALL WE DO 
ABOUT OUR 
SCHEDULED 
DUEL 
TOMORROW, a 


SHE KICK 
A” THE 
BUCKET? 


RESCHED- 
ULE TO THE 
SAME HOUR, 
JUST ON A 
DIFFERENT 


SAYS 
Se Bg WA 


: 
iad #9 


(2) 
EARLY THIS 
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IT'S 
PERFECT 
TIMING! 


STATISTICS SAY 
A DHAMPIR’S 
COMBAT 
EFFECTIVENESS 
IS LOWERED 
FORTY PERCENT 
WHEN BATTLING 
IN BROAD 
DAYLIGHT. 


THE TIME THAT 
WAS NECESSARY 
TO REPORT THE OLD 
WOMAN’S DEATH, 
THE CRIMINAL 
INVESTIGATION, THE THE DEAD 
ARRANGEMENTS TO START. 
FOR THE THEIR TRIP 
THAN WHEN 
THE SUN IS 
HIGH ABOVE 
IN THE 


TO FINISH 
YOU OFF 
THAT 
FIRST 
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PROBABLY 


THE ONE THAT GUY Vee 
WHO GOT I WASTED 


IT’S TIME 
FOR YOUR 
CARRIAGE 
TO LEAVE, 


EA 
HUNTER, I’LL 
RAISE HIM TO 
BE JUST LIKE 
THE VAMPIRE 


T’LL ONE 
DAY BE ABLE 
TD HEAR 


GRANNY. 


IN MY LIFE, 
TV 


CONSTANTLY 
RECEIVED HELP | 
AND KINDNESS f. 
FROM PEOPLE 

UKE HER, 
FROM PEOPLE 
WHO ARE NOT 
EVEN BLOOD- 
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..to grant 
a dying wish... 
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THIS SECTION CONTAINS INFO THAT 
IT RESEARCHED MYSELF SO THERE 
MAY BE INACCURACIES, AS WELL AS. 
DIFFERENCES FROM OTHERS' 


PLEASE 
INFORMATION HEREIN 1S BASED PURELY 
ON MY OWN PERSONAL ANECDOTE 


“40S SHOULDER” (ALSO ‘50S SHOULDER”) = ADHESIVE CAPSULITIS OF SHOULDER CE 
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “FROZEN SHOULDER” 


Y x oT ADHESIVE CAPSULITIS IS THE TERM FOR SHOULDER PAIN DUE TO 
iT IN wy SUCH GENERAL CAUSES AS DETERIORATION OF THE MUSCLE FROM 
RigtT AGE OR LACK/EXCESS OF EXERCISE. APPARENTLY, PEOPLE IN THEIR 
SMOLDER == 40 $~SOS ARE MOST PRONE, BUT THERE ARE ALSO THOSE WHO GET 
IT EARLIER IN THEIR 305, AS WELL AS SOME WHO GET IT LATER IN 
“405 Stoner’ THEIR 60S. IT REALLY, REALLY HURTS (A TOTALLY OIFFERENT KINO OF 
cuz Yu GET IT PAIN THAN, SAY, A PLAIN OLD STIFF SHOULOER). ALSO, RANGE OF 
IN UR 405 ARM MOVEMENT IS GREATLY REDUCED, 


COMMON 
SYMPTOMS 


one ine te 10. TREMONE ¥ O08 
OWN T-SHIRT SENG UNABLE 
TQ PUT YOUR RAND ON, aoe 

AND ~ iF 17'5 REALLY BAD 
BENG UNABLE TO WIPE YOUR OWN’ 


BEHIND AFTER GOING TO THE 
. BATRROGM, 81 ETC) 
+ wee per! arr TLalhal Seis WBE 10 Toc me cEFT sre 
Sa TOR RDHT WAN STORE UKE THAT 


© ARMS BEHIND BACK 


WON'T REACH 
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ONE CAUSE IS SAID TO BE AN IMBALANCE OF THE 
MUSCLES (THE INNER MUSCLES IN PARTICULAR). 
WHEN THERE'S FAIN IN ONE AREA, ANOTHER AREA 
STRAINS ITSELF COMPENSATING TO MINIMIZE 
MOVEMENT IN THE PAINFUL AREA, THEREBY 
CAUSING A CHAIN OF MUSCLE IMBALANCES... 
IN MY CASE, I ALGO INJURED MY UPPER ARM 
ANO ELBOW. 


TITS A BAND TAT STABLIZES, 
Te As muses 


RESTING TH ARM IS BEST BUT 
SINCE TAT 15 NoT AN OPTION 


vs 


MAIN MUSCLES§ 
USED IN ARM 
» MOVEMENT 


@ EXTENSOR 
pier MINIM) 
'‘@ EXTENSOR CARP ULNARIS- 


@ FLEXOR CARPI ULNARIS 


INNER MUSCLES 
(RIGHT SCAPULA AREA) REAR VIEW 
LATERAL /e TRICEPS MEDIAL HEAD 
SUPRASPINATUS 


@ TRICEPS LONG HEAD 
ODELTOIP] 


e azhsontarus 


7 The PAIN IN mY 
SHOULDER, I eke 
EXPERIENCING PAIN 
me ANTERIOR® eas OST wr 
OPER RIB ARGA 
(SERRATUS ANTERIOR 


nh 
: us aN a eHUMERUS 
TERES swion\ ‘ —_é | 
WHEN THE'INELAMMATION IS REALLY BAD, THE 
7 ENTIRE SHOULDER (THE AREA OF THE Scapva, TERES MAIOR | 
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THE CLAVICLE, ETC ) BECOMES AFFECTED. PAIN SUBSCAPULARIS 
DISCOURAGES MUSCLE MOVEMENT —* REDUCED MUSCLE (REAR VIEW) 


A THERE ARE THIS MANY CONNECTING 
MUSCLES JUST FROM THE SCAPLLA TO. 
THE HUMERUS PAIN OCCURS WHEN BONE, 
CARTILAGE, JOINTS, OR CONNECTIVE TISSUE IN 
“THIS AREA BECOMES INFLAMED AND STIEF 


eCLAVI 
ReMILE QW THE HARDENING OF THE SAC 


THIS AREA IS 
where IT RRTS 


CONTAINING THE FLUID WrICH 
$76 aes @SCAPULA WWERICATES THE JOINTS, SHOULDER 
moDELED BY O (404. eltimerus MOVEMENT BECOMES RESTRICTED 
A ZT Guess ‘Te INNER MUSCLES. 
GAISING OF THE Atw 15, REALLY ARE IMPORTANT 


TREVENTED OY ‘The TP OF THe 
UMERIS *CON TAC TING = THE®SCAPLLA® 


WF THAD ONLY A FEW WORDS 70 DESCRIBE 
WHAT MY ARM FEELS UKE, I’D SAY. 


FOUR TIMES T WAS GIVEN A SHOT, BUT IT WASN'T VERY EFFECTIVE , 


GOES SOMETHING LIKE THIS 


ACUTE PHASE 


(INTENSE PAIN. SEVERE INFLAMMATION, 
$0 KEEP — AS RESTED AS POSSIBLE.) 


CHRONIC? PHASE 


b 
(SOME Pans aT MOVEMENT OUT BEARABLE. : 
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RECOVERY PHASE ed | 
SPINEFROM Atainece DOWGH. =: 


an as MOST GONE, BUT WITHOUT STRINGENT 
elt Lethal: oe SOME eer ere ETM 9 
RECOVERY. IN. 


THREE MONTHS. Ne 4 
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AND SO, IM CURRENTLY UNDERGOING REHAB... R 


AT THE HOSPITAL, WITH 
THE ASSISTANCE OF A 
PHYSICAL THERAPIST. 


APPARENTLY, SHOULDER BLADE EXERCISES 
ARE ALSO GOOD FOR WEIGHT LOSS! 


FANT WANT AT Si THE STORY. | 
diy dard FO liNIEVITA LEI I 
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IM SO SORRY. 


UN THeME'S REALLY NO PARTIGUAR WNGHLINE/ENCING To ANY OF THIS  sorer ABOUT THAT 


TO ALL THE READERS WHO PURCHASED THIS BOOK - 
TO KIKUCHI SENSEI - 
TO EVERYONE ON THE EDITORIAL STAFF, 
THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH! 


xj HANG IN THERE, 
NIPPON! 


ARGH, J WANT To WRRY UP AND BE HEALTIY AGAIN~ _ ALSo, The EFFECTS 
of THe STRONG TEN ARE STARTING To HRT RIGHT ABOUT Now 


This is the back of the book! 
Start from the other side. 


NarTrive Manca 


from Fight to left. 


if you run into our 
Native Manga 
logo on any of our 
books... you'll know 
that this manga 
is published in it’s 
true original native 
Japanese right to 
left reading format, 
as it was intended. 
Turn to the other 
side of the book 
and start reading 
from right to left, 
top to bottom. 


Follow the diagram 
to see how its done. 
Surf's Up! 
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A racelacross treacherous terrain... 


vital piece of information regarding a “person of great interest” to D sends him 

galloping across a dangerous desert. He is tailed by Granny Viper, the people 

finder, who needs to cross the desert herself to bring home one of the Hidden, 
someone once imprisoned by a Noble. 


Doubtful that they can make it through the journey alive, Granny ingratiates 
themselves to D, hoping that the vampire hunter would protect them from the perils 
of the land when the time comes. Which is just as‘well, since “the desert of no 
return,” as the name implies, is no ordinary desert. In fact, no one has‘ever come out 
of it alive! 


Along the way, D gets on the wrong side of the Bullow Brothers, two of the roughest, 
toughest hunters there are and they are looking for some payback. 


It’s D out on. the wild frontier, complete with covered wagon and guns a-blazin’. Or 
rather, sword a-slashin’. 
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